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The National Conference of Bar Examiners 
(NCBE) is pleased to offer three types of study 
aids to support candidates in their preparation 
for the NextGen Uniform Bar Exam (NextGen 
UBE). When combined, practice sets, mul-
tiple-choice question banks, and integrated 
question set banks will provide many hours of 
robust practice with authentic NextGen UBE 
questions. A nine-volume sourcebook series 
also enables law school faculty, curriculum 
designers, and jurisdiction administrators to 
understand the scope of doctrine assessed on 
the NextGen UBE. 

All NextGen UBE study aid content is developed 
by NCBE’s expert drafting and editing team—
including law professors, practitioners, and 
judges from across the country. These materials 
enable candidates to practice with authentic, 
high-quality questions that reflect the style, 
format, and content of the exam.

Descriptions
Practice Sets
Each practice set includes approximately three hours of 
content, mirroring one full section of the operational  
NextGen UBE. 

Each practice set includes the following:  

	� Forty standalone multiple-choice questions

	� Two integrated question sets (including both  
multiple-choice and written-response questions)

	� One full performance task (either a writing task or a legal 
research task with corresponding case file documents)

Multiple-Choice Question Banks
Each multiple-choice question bank contains 
fifty issue-spotter multiple-choice questions. The 
question bank showcases new skills and content 

areas assessed on the NextGen UBE. Each bank includes both 
formats of multiple-choice questions: select one of four 
options and select two of six options.

Integrated Question Set Banks
Each integrated question set bank contains five 
question sets. Each question set includes a factual 
scenario and asks candidates to apply legal 

knowledge and skills in realistic situations that reflect the 
work expected of newly licensed lawyers. A set may include 
some embedded legal resources (e.g., excerpts of statutes or 
judicial opinions) and/or supplemental documents (e.g., a 
police report or excerpt from a deposition). 

There are two types of integrated question sets: counseling 
sets and drafting sets. Counseling sets are focused on client 
counseling and/or dispute resolution, while drafting sets are 
focused on drafting or editing a legal document. Counseling 
sets include multiple-choice and short-answer questions. 
Drafting sets ask candidates to draft or revise portions of a 
common legal document, such as a contract or affidavit.



All NextGen UBE study aids are available in online format, 
on the same platform as the operational NextGen UBE. For 
practice sets, digital access includes two modes:  

Test Mode: Simulates the actual exam experience—
timed and without answer explanations or immedi-
ate feedback 

Practice Mode: Work without time limits and see 
answer rationales, question-level feedback, and 
helpful tools to track understanding and progress

Item banks are only delivered in practice mode.

Additional digital features:

	� Two total attempts (any combination of modes)

	� Option to rank confidence levels for each question 
(low, medium, high)

	� Option to review questions immediately or delay 
review

	� One-year access, including two attempts to answer 
each question, plus reference and review 

Sourcebooks
Sourcebook for the  
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s The NCBE digital sourcebook series is 
intended to provide legal educators 
and candidates with information 
about which legal concepts and 
principles are within the scope of 
doctrine to be assessed on the 
NextGen UBE. Each sourcebook in the 
nine-volume series relies on sources 

that should be readily available to educators interested in 
bar exam coverage. Sourcebooks are a type of reference 
material and as such do not include sample exam questions 
or opportunities to practice. NCBE sourcebooks are 
delivered via VitalSource e-book. No printed edition is 
available. Sourcebooks are available in the Study Aid & 
Reference Collection from West Academic. 

Licensing Details
The National Conference of Bar Examiners (NCBE®) 
is a nonprofit Illinois corporation headquartered in 
Madison, Wisconsin. NCBE owns the copyright in all 
NextGen Uniform Bar Exam (NextGen UBE®), Multistate 
Bar Examination (MBE®), Multistate Essay Examination 
(MEE®), Multistate Performance Test (MPT®), and 
Multistate Professional Responsibility Examination 
(MPRE®) test forms and questions, which are registered 
with the Register of Copyrights. 

The scope of a typical license for bar review materials 
grants licensees a non-exclusive license to reproduce 
copies of, to distribute copies of, to perform publicly, and to 
display the publicly disclosed NextGen UBE, MBE, MEE, 
MPT, and MPRE questions. 

Costs and Terms
To enter a NextGen UBE licensing agreement, a one-
time $2,500 minimum initial licensing agreement fee is 
required. Thereafter, licensees are responsible for paying 
royalties either annually or semiannually (twice per year) 
based on the number of participants enrolled in a bar prep 
course using the licensed materials or based on the num-
ber of sets of licensed NCBE materials sold. 

NextGen UBE study aids can be provided as Word and/or 
PDF files, or they can be provided digitally and distributed 
to participants via access code. Digital study aids are deliv-
ered on the same platform that will be used for the live 
administration of the NextGen UBE, allowing participants 
to become familiar with exam tools, layout, and navigation 
before test day. Access codes for digital study aids are good 
for one year. Royalty rates for text files and digital study 
aids differ.
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Terms of Digital Use
Use of these materials on the internet, in applications for 
mobile devices, or in any other digital medium will be 
permitted only if a licensee uses commercially reasonable 
security measures to prevent unauthorized use or distri-
bution by outside parties as well as end users, and ensures 
their security, confidentiality, and integrity by implement-
ing, without limitation, (i) firewall protection; (ii) imposition 
of a username and password requirement to access the 
materials; (iii) placement of questions in a read-only portion 
of the web page(s); and (iv) protection from any network 
attack or other malicious, harmful, or disabling data, work, 
code, or program. 

Modification of NextGen UBE study aid content is not 
permitted, regardless of the format in which the content is 
received from NCBE or distributed to participants. The use 
of AI tools to enhance or manipulate NCBE content is pro-
hibited without additional, explicit permission to do so.

Payments
Royalty payments are due on either April 1 and September 1 
for semiannual payments, or September 1 for annual pay-
ments. Interest is charged for late payments, and licenses 
are subject to termination for nonpayment. NCBE reserves 
the right to pursue all outstanding payments. Licensees 
must notify NCBE promptly of any changes to their trade 
names or d/b/a’s. Licensees may not use NCBE’s trade-
marked names or logos in their corporate or trade names.

Summary of Fees

$2,500 minimum initial licensing agreement fee

2026 Study Aids

Cost Per 
Participant  
and Per Set 
(text files)

Cost Per 
Participant  
and Per Set 

(access code)

Practice Set $15 $20

Multiple Choice Bank $15 $20

Integrated Question Set 
Bank

$15 $20

NCBE Sourcebooks N/A $20
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If you are interested in pursuing a licensing 
agreement with NCBE or if you have any 
questions regarding such an agreement, please 
send an email describing which materials you 
wish to license and how the materials are to be 
used to licensing@ncbex.org.

ncbex.org

mailto:licensing%40ncbex.org?subject=
https://www.ncbex.org/

