1984 Bar Examination Statistics

PREFATORY NOTES

A comparison of the above statistics with sta-
tistical tables for all American jurisdictions which
have appeared annually in issues of The Bar
Examiner indicates that a peak in the number
of applicants annually may have been reached
in 1983. The number of applicants for each of
the last five years were: 1980—58,040; 1981—
59,307; 1982—63,339; 1983—64,877; 1984—64,419.
The percent of applicants passing the bar an-
nually for the last five years was: 1980—67.1 %;
1981—65.9%; 1982—65.2%; 1983—66.1% and

1984—64.5%. The number of applicants in Cal-
ifornia has a big impact on bar admission
statistics. For several years before 1984 approx-
imately 12,000 to 12,500 applicants took the
California bar examination annually. The num-
ber of California applicants in 1984 was 10,712,
a decrease of over 1,000.

The Prefatory Notes were prepared by Joe E. Cov-
ington. Mr. Covington is the Director of Testing
for the National Conference of Bar Examiners.

Persons Taking and Passing the 1984 Bar Examination

Total Total Total
Passing From Passing Passing
ABA Prepared From
. 1984 Total Approved By Law  Unaccredited
. Adminis- Number ~ Number  Percent Total Total Percent Law Office Law
State tration Taking  Passing  Passing  Taking  Passing  Passing Schools Study Schools
Alabama February 198 108 55.0 - — — — — —
July 401 301 75.0 599 409 68.3 339 N/A 70
Alaska February 124 86 64.5 — — — — — —
July 126 79 63.0 250 165 66.0 1632 — 22
Arizona February 300 192 64.0 - — — — — —
July 535 329 61.0 835 521 62.0 519 — 2
Arkansas February 87 68 78.0 — — — — — —
July 162 131 80.9 249 199 80.0 199 — _
California February 4,072 1,202 29.5 — — — — — —
July 7,352 3,074 418 11,424 4,276 37.4 2,692 1 50
Colorado February 336 226 67.0 — — — — — —
July 661 465 70.0 997 691 69.3 N/A — N/A
Connecticut February 279 182 65.0 — — — —_ — —
July 792 636 80.0 1,071 818 76.4 818 - —
Delaware February N/A  N/A N/A — — — — — —
July 120 74 61.0 120 74 61.0 74 — -
District of
Columbia February 549 207 37.7 - — — — — —
July 607 340 56.0 1,156 547 47.3 547 — —
Florida®? February 924 593  64.18 — - — - - -
July 1,808 1,277 70.63 2,732 1,870 68.45 1,868 —_ 2
Georgia February 973 656 67.0 — — — — — —
July 646 36 53.0 1,619 1,002 61.9 852 — 150

(continued on page 24)
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Persons Taking and Passing the 1984 Bar Examination (continuca)

Total Total Total
Passing From Passing Passing
ABA Prepared From
1984 Total Approved By Law  Unaccredited
Adminis- Number ~ Number  Percent Total Total Percent Law Office Law
State tration Taking Passing  Passing Taking Passing  Passing Schools Study Schools
Guam February 7 6 85.7 — — — - - —
July 6 5 83.3 13 11 846 11 N/A —
Hawaii February 102 91 89.0 — — — — — —
July 184 175 95.0 286 266  93.0 264 — 2
Idaho February 48 40 83.0 — — — — — —
July 115 104 91.0 163 144 883 143 NIA 1
Hlinois February 878 691 79.0 — — — — — —
July 2,068 1,729 84.0 2,946 2,420 80.0 2,420 — —
Indiana February 297 212 71.0 —_ — — —_ — —
July 382 307 80.0 679 519  76.0 510 — 9
Iowa January 77 46 60.0 — — — — — —
June 307 242 79.0 384 288 750 288 N/A N/P
Kansas February 119 103 86.6 — — — — — —
July 287 245 85.4 406 348 857 348 — —
Kentucky February 168 115 68.0 — — -— — — —
July 372 308 83.0 540 423 783 N/A N/A N/A
Louisiana February 257 175 68.0 — — — — — —
July 644 484 75.0 901 659  73.1 653 — . 6°
Maine February 71 58 82.0 — — — — — A —
July 144 118 82.0 215 176  82.0 174 — 2
Maryland? February 5% 373 7.0 — — — — — —
July 1,076 767 71.0 1,632 1,140 700 1,132 — 8
Massachusetts February 561 343 61.1 — — — — — —
July 1,815 1,395 76.9 2376 1,738 732 1,738 — —
: Michigan February 579 377 65.0 — — — — — -
: July 972 743 76.0 1,551 1,120 720 1,120 — -
K Minnesota February 267 202 75.6 —_ — — — — -
: July 725 586 80.8 992 788  79.4 788 — —
! Mississippi February 42 31 73.8 — — - — — —
July 58 42 724 100 73 73.0 72 — 1
Missouri February 201 153 76.0 — — — — - —
July 683 545 80.0 884 698  78.0 698 — -
: Montana February 31 23 74.0 — — — — — -
! July 98 81 83.0 129 104 80.62 N/A — N/A
; Nebraska February 61 3 56.0 — —_ — — — —
July 211 161 76.0 272 195 717 195 — —
f Nevada February No February Exam
] July 196 154 78.5 196 154 785 19 N/P N/P
New Hampshire ~ February 80 52 65.0 — — — — — —
July 148 113 76.0 228 165 724 165 — —
New Jersey February 934 568 61.0 — — —_ — — -
July 2,488 1,568 63.0 3,422 2136 62.0 2,136 — —
New Mexico February 91 64 70.0 — — — — — —
July 212 164 77.0 303 228 750 228 - —
New York February 2,105 940 45.0 — — —_ — — —
July 6,446 4,366 68.0 8,551 5306  62.0 N/A N/A N/A
North Carolina February 26 124 54.0 — — — — — —
July 575 39%° 68.0 801 520 649 520 — —
North Dakota February 21 17 80.0 — — — — — —
July 90 84 93.0 111 101 909 111 N/A N/A
’ Ohio February 592 448 75.7 — — — —_ - —
; July 1,361 1,225 90.0 1,953 1,673  83.3 1,673 N/A N/A
; Oklahoma February 195 133 68.0 — — — — — —
July 444 322 72.0 639 455 71.0 455 — —_
Oregon February 209 128 61.0 — -— — — — —
July 444 328 74.0 653 45  €9.8 456 — —
(continued on page 25)
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Persons Taking and Passing the 1984 Bar Examination (continued)

Total Total Total

Passing From Passing Passing

ABA Prepared From
1984 Approved By Law  Unaccredited

Adminis- Number ~ Number  Percent Total Total Percent Law Office Law

State tration Taking  Passing  Passing  Taking Passing  Passing Schools Study Schools
Pennsylvania February 705 464 65.8 — — — — — -
July 2,329 1,851 79.8 3,034 2315 763 3,034 — —
Puerto Rico March 327 33 99 — — — — — -
September 511 14 28.2 838 177 211 175 — —
Rhode Island February 64 54 84.0 — — — — — —
July 143 118 83.0 207 172 83.0 172 N/A N/A
South Carolina February 63 51 81.0 — — — — — —
July 274 249 91.0 337 300 89.0 300 — —
South Dakota February 28 27 96.0 — — — - — -
July 72 63 87.5 100 90  90.0 90 — —
Tennessee February 221 132 59.7 — — — — — —
July 457 323 70.7 678 455  67.0 455 — —
Texas February 1,260 904 71.7 — — - — —_ -
July 2,137 1,589 74.4 3,397 2493 734 2,493 N/A N/A
Utah February 78 67 86.0 — — - — — —
July 208 186 89.0 286 253 884 286 — —
Vermont February 63 41 65.0 — — — — — —
July 90 49 54.0 153 90 588 82 8 -

Virgin Islands February No February Exam
July 45 40 88.0 45 40 880 40 — -
Virginia February 362 229 63.3 — — — — — —
July 879 705 80.2 1,241 934 75.3 922 6 6
Washington February 434 280 65.0 — — — — — —
July 866 696 80.0 1,300 976  75.0 976 N/A N/P
West Virginia February 49 45 92.0 — — — — — —
July 63 50 80.0 112 95  84.8 95 —_ -
Wisconsin Februaryf 11 5 45.5 — — — — —_ —
July 215 179 83.3 215 179 833 184** —_ —_
Wyoming February 23 18 78.3 — — — — — —
. July 64 49 76.6 87 67 77.0 67 — —
.

Total 64,419 41,517 64.5 64,408 41,512  64.5 33,996 15 307

® Rough Figures as Alaska’s Statistics are not kept in
this way.

P These are statistics for the Compensatory Model of
the examination. In February 1984, 419 additional
applicants submitted and in July 1984, 269 additional
applicants submitted; thus the total number of
applicants submitting to any portion of the General
Bar Examination in 1984 was 3,420.

¢ Applicants who attended foreign law schools who
received a Certificate of Equivalency.
4 In addition to the regular Maryland Bar Examination,
Maryland administers the Attorneys Examination.
February 86 79 92.0
July 68 61 91.0
€ Some of these applicants who passed the July 1984

bar exam have not passed the MPRE and are
therefore not licensed.

f Wisconsin does not administer a regular February
test but allows an MBE rewrite privilege to some
unsuccessful applicants from the previous July test.

** Includes 5 from February rewrite.
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First-Timers and Repeaters in 1984

First-Timers Repeaters
1984 Percent Percent
State Administration Taking Passing Taking Passing
Alabama February 101 69.0 97 39.0
July 370 79.0 31 23.0
Alaska February 87 75.0 37 40.0
July 107 67.0 19 37.0
Arizona February 165 65.0 135 63.0
July 469 65.0 66 39.0
Arkansas February 56 84.0 31 68.0
July 145 85.0 17 47.0
California February 1,149 45.4 2,923 23.3
July 4,854 55.8 2,498 14.7
Colorado February 171 83.0 129 72.0
July 600 75.0 61 28.0
Connecticut February 169 78.0 110 45.0
July 712 85.0 80 36.0
Delaware February No February Exam
July 95 66.0 25 44.0
District of
Columbia February 186 65.0 363 23.6
July 414 74.8 193 15.7
Florida February 635 76.06 289 38.06
July 1,575 76.13 233 33.48
Georgia February 653 84.0 320 31.8
July 385 78.0 261 16.8
Guam February 6 100.0 1 0.0
July 6 83.0 0 0.0
Hawaii February 77 90.0 25 84.0
July 174 95.0 10 80.0
Idaho February 40 88.0 8 63.0
July 110 90.0 5 100.0
Illinois February 666 85.0 212 59.0
July 1,910 87.0 158 42.0
Indiana February 257 87.0 40 28.0 '
July 327 85.0 55 45.0
Iowa January 68 60.0 9 56.0
June 280 80.0 27 63.0
Kansas February 96 90.6 23 69.6
July 276 87.0 1 54.5
Kentucky February 85 78.0 83 59.0
July 339 77.0 33 52.0
Louisiana February 125 72.0 132 72.0
July 573 77.0 71 56.0
Maine February 47 87.0 24 71.0
July 136 85.0 8 50.0
Maryland February 314 75.0 242 57.0
July 934 76.0 142 39.0
Massachusetts February 296 77.3 265 43.0
July 1,644 81.3 171 34.0
Michigan February 414 74.0 165 42.0
July 808 85.0 164 4.0
Minnesota February 179 86.6 88 53.4
July 675 84.7 50 28.0
Mississippi February 29 93.1 13 30.8
July 50 82.0 8 12.5
Missouri February 129 82.0 72 63.0
July 651 81.0 32 46.0
Montana February 28 71.0 3 66.0
July 94 86.0 4 0.0
Nebraska February 28 68.0 33 45.0
July 192 81.0 19 320
Nevada February No February Exam
July 161 83.0 35 54.0
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First-Timers and Repeaters in 1984 (continued)

First-Timers Repeaters
1984 Percent Percent
State Administration Taking Passing Taking Passing
New Hampshire February 56 73.2 24 45.8
July 132 80.0 16 43.8
New Jersey February 628 67.0 306 49.0
July 2,218 67.0 270 300
New Mexico February 63 85.0 28 35.0
July 197 81.0 15 26.0
New York February 865 58.0 1,240 35.0
July 5,463 74.0 983 33.0
North Carolina February 83 68.0 143 46.0
July 484 74.0 91 38.0
North Dakota February 5 100.0 16 75.0
July 88 96.0 2 50.0
Ohio February 369 78.6 223 45.1
July 1,222 93.0 139 80.5
Oklahoma February 118 80.0 77 49.0
July 389 77.0 55 38.0
Oregon February 121 72.0 88 47.0
July 395 77.0 49 36.0
Pennsylvania February 445 48.5 260 17.3
July 2,137 77.2 192 24
Puerto Rico March 91 18.7 236 5.9
September 264 38.6 247 17.0
Rhode Island February 34 91.0 30 77.0
July 137 82.0 6 83.0
South Carolina February 60 85.0 3 0.0
July 267 91.0 7 71.0
South Dakota February 28 96.0 0 0.0
July 69 88.0 3 33.3
Tennessee February 104 81.0 117 41.0
July 407 75.0 50 34.0
Texas February 755 77.0 505 64.0
July 1,849 78.0 288 48.0
Utah February 64 95.0 14 57.0
July 201 92.0 7 28.0
Verm¥nt February 28 71.0 35 60.0
July 68 55.0 2 55.0
Virgin Islands February No February Exam
July 39 97.44 6 33.3
Virginia February 222 72.5 140 48.6
July 778 83.7 101 52.5
Washington February 182 N/A? 252 N/A?
July 747 N/a? 119 N/a?
West Virginia February 39 92.0 10 90.0
July 60 83.0 3 0.0
Wisconsin February N/A N/A 11 45.5
July 206 85.4 9 333
Wyoming February 10 70.0 13 85.0
July 59 81.0 5 20.0
Totals 46,965 783 17,443 478

# Because Washington administers two separate exams and gives only one pass
rate, the percent of first-timers and repeaters is not available. Each exam is
counted on its own for pass and fail. The overall pass rate counts only total

people, total pass and total fail.
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Admission to Bar by States—1981, 1982, 1983 and 1984

Admission by Examination Admission by Diploma Admission on Motion
State 1981 1982 1983 1984 1981 1982 1983 1984 1981 1982 1983 1984
Alabama 452 486 378 435 — _ — N/A 4 1 2 N/A
Alaska 141 177 182 165 — — — — 2 — —_ —
Arizona 508 510 518 521 — — — — — — — —
Arkansas 215 215 242 19 — — — — 15 14 8 11
California 5,344 5,116 5,105 4,276 — — — — - — — —
Colorado 861 863 N/A N/A — — — N/A 53 83 — N/A
Connecticut 697 682 748 818 — — — N/A 30 30 60 75
Delaware 71 79 71 74 — — — — — — — —_
District of
Columbia 1,812 1,548 1,774 686 — — — — 992 443 408 974
: Florida 2,220 1,775 2425 2,273 — — - - - - — -
§ Georgia 951 894 861 1,002 — — — N/A — — — N/A
Guam 1 — 12 1 — — — N/A — — — —
3 Hawaii 253 212 243 266 — — — — — — — —
: Idaho 144 155 153 144 — — — N/A — — — N/A
¢ Minois 2,470 2,311 2,382 2,420 — — — N/A 37 41 42 46
Indiana 503 526 563 514 —_ — — — —_ 36 20 13
fowa 347 314 34 288 — — — —_ 9 20 9 19
Kansas 285 282 318 348 — — —_ — 15 21 34 28
Kentucky 379 379 386 423 — — — — 42 33 33 35
Louisiana 651 689 714 659 — — — — — — — —
' L ]
Maine 150 170 167 176 -~ — — — — — = —_
Maryland 829 1,029 928 586° - — — — — - — —
Massachusetts 1,635 1,585 1,641 1,738 — — — — 70 58 81 119
Michigan 1,277 1,202 1,113 1,120 — — — — 59 - 60 36
Minnesota 809 752 745 7954 — — — — 9% 72 105 88
Mississippi 105 96 64 73 237 146 130 118 4 6 3 8
Missouri 629 721 728 687 —_— — — —_ 39 49 62 52
Montana 39 54 49 129 13 73 70 — 10 12 — N/A
Nebraska 235 205 202 195 — -— — — 52 115 143 117 !
Nevada 160 163 173 154 — — — N/A — — — N/A
New Hampshire 140 178 163 165 — — — — — — — —
New Jersey 1,359 1,475 2,068 N/a® - — — — — — — —
New Mexico 279 244 263 228 — — — N/A — — —_ N/A
New York 4,782 5,041 5,713 N/A N/A — - N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
North Carolina 556 448 506 517 — — — — 28 30 31 42
North Dakota 81 83 111 97 — — — — 15 9 12 10
Ohio 1,493 1,539 1,660 1,673 — — - N/A 53 51 27 36
Oklahoma 485 562 520 451 — — — — 27 31 25 22
Oregon 517 497 410 436 — — — — — — — ~
Pennsylvania 2,049 2,053 2,047 3,034 — — — — 145 %0 75 106
Puerto Rico 305 190 257 175 — — — — —_ — — -
Rhode Island 153 135 187 160 — —_ — N/A 10 4 16 8
South Carolina 274 296 298 263 — — — N/A 2 1 — N/A
South Dakota 25 20 26 19 59 45 11 — 3 4 11 -
Tennessee 554 406 467 436 — — — — 67 30 34 33
Texas 2,048 2,451 2,235 2,493 — — —_ N/A 216 321 227 252
Utah 233 248 263 251 — — —_ —_ 10 8 15 —
Vermont 71 76 61 107 — — — — 13 N/A 22 21
Virgin Islands 25 25 N/A 40 — — — — — — — —
Virginia 714 952 683 934 — — —_ — N/A N/A N/A N/A
Washington 829 812 889 976 — — — N/A — — — N/A
West Virginia 75 62 66 93 124 134 153 119 6 4 9 4
f Wisconsin 209 422 180 183 447 256 431 442 65 85 100 141
! Wyoming 83 74 73 60 — — — — 8 14 11 3
Total 41,442 42,479 43,369 33,986 940 654 795 679 2,197 1,716 1,685 2,29

(Footnotes at top of next page.)
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MBE Summary Statistics

February 1984

Total Total  Constitutional Criminal Real
Scale Raw Law Contracts Law Evidence Property  Torts
Applicants 16,938 16,938 16,938 16,938 16,938 16,938 16,938 16,938
Mean 135.1 125.7 20.2 24.4 19.9 17.9 18.5 24.8
Standard Deviation 15.4 17.7 3.8 4.5 3.4 3.3 3.8 4.5
Maximum 185 183 30 38 30 29 30 38
Minimum 61 41 5 2 5 4 2 8
Median 134.8 125.8 20.4 24.5 20.0 ‘17.9 18.6 24.9
July 1984 .
Total Total  Constitutional Criminal Real
Scale Raw Law Contracts Law Evidence Property  Torts
A Applicants 38,511 38,511 38,511 38,511 38,511 38,511 38,511 38,511
‘ Mean 139.2 130.1 20.8 24.8 20.2 19.4 18.3 26.8
; Standard Deviation 15.3 17.7 3.8 43 35 3.6 3.7 4.3
Maximum 183 181 30 38 30 30 29 39
v Minimum 71 51 6 6 3 3 3 8
Median 140.0 131.0 21.0 25.0 20.0 20.0 18.0 27.0
Number of Applicants Taking the MBE "
“
February Number of July Number of Total Number
Applicants Jurisdictions Applicants Jurisdictions Applicants
1972 4,955 19 11,672 26 16,627
1973 6,182 22 16,826 35 23,008
1974 9,316 31 23,728 41 33,044
1975 10,963 34 24,835 43 35,798
1976 12,610 37 28,381 44 40,991
1977 13,738 40 28,608 44 42,346
1978 13,715 36 29,171 44 42,886
1979 15,341 38 34,818 46 50,159
1980 16,948 42 36,368 47 53,316
1981 17,289 44 36,846 50 54,135
1982 18,150 46 36,995 50 55,145
1983 17,964 46 38,034 50 55,998
1984 16,938 49 38,511 50 55,449

Includes Guam and Saipan

National Mean Scaled Score

1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984

i February 1351 136.0 1345 1353 135.6 135.4 134.3 1358 1348 1342 1351
July 141.3 143.5 142.4 140.7 1414 141.0 140.6 1408 139.7 1415 139.2

Points Added to a Raw MBE Score to Achieve a Scaled MBE Score of 130

1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984

February 4 7 7 5 12 9 8 10 12 7 10
July 8 11 11 9 8 10 14 8 9 14 11

For example, in February 1974 four points were added to a raw score of 126 to result in a scaled

score of 130. In Feruary 1975, seven points were added to a raw score of 123 to result in a scaled
score of 130.




Multistate Professional Responsibility

Examination Statistics

Comment on the MPRE Statistics
by Joe E. Covington

The National Conference of Bar Examiners has
administered the Multistate Professional Re-
sponsibility Examination (MPRE) program for
a period of five years beginning in 1980. By
1984 the program has been accepted and a
passing MPRE score required for admission to
the bar of twenty-nine jurisdictions. The pro-
gram has been accepted by Louisiana to begin
in 1985, making a total of thirty participating
jurisdictions. The number of applicants in 1984
was 35,113, an increase of 2,711 over the num-
ber of applicants in 1983.

Each participating jurisdiction selects a pass-
ing MPRE scale score. The passing scores range

from 65 to 85.

The MPRE consists of fifty multiple-choice
questions providing raw scores or number of
correct answers on a range of 1 to 50. An
adjustment is made in these scores for each
form of the MPRE based on the difficulty of
the particular form of the test. If it is more
difficult than the base test, points are added to
the applicant’s raw score and if the test is easier
than the base test, points are subtracted from
the applicant’s raw score. The resulting scores
are then converted to a range of scaled scores
from 50 to 150.

Jurisdictions Adopting the MPRE

Jurisdiction  Passing Score Jursidcition Passing Score Jurisdiction Passing Score
Alabama 75 Louisiana 75 New York 72
Alaska 80 Massachusetts 75 North Carolina 75
Arizona 85 Minnesota 85 North Dakota 75
California 79 Mississippi 70 Oklahoma 75
Connecticut 80 Missouri 75 Oregon 85
District of Columbia 75 Montana 80 South Carolina 77
Florida 70 Nevada 85 South Dakota 75
Georgia 75 New Hampshire 79 ' Texas (1-84) 75
Illinois 65 New Jersey 75 Vermont 80
Kansas — New Mexico 75 Wyoming 70
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MPRE Statistics (continued)

1980 1981 1982 1983 1984
Number of Applicants 11,913 22,982 30,902 32,402 35,113
March 1983 August 1983 November 1983 Total 1983
Number of Applicants 13,053 9,480 9,869 32,402
Mean 102.57 94.87 94.32 97.81
Maximum 150 144 144 150
Minimum 50 50 50 50
Percentiles

Scale Scores

90 26 36 43 34

85 20 29 27 25

80 15 23 20 19

75 11 18 15 14

70 8 13 11 10

65 4 8 8 7 »

60 3 5 5 4 -

March 1984 August 1984 November 1984 Total 1984
Number of Applicants 14,697 10,613 9,803 35,113
Mean 102.61 96.54 98.28 99.57
Maximum 148 149 148 149
Minimum 50 50 50 50
Percentiles

Scale Scores

90 23 33 35 29

85 17 26 22 22

80 13 19 16 16

75 10 14 12 12

70 8 10 9 9

65 6 7 6 6

60 4 5 3 4
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